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Museum of Sydney
on the site of first Government House

cnr Bridge and Phillip streets, Sydney
open daily 9.30am–5pm
T 02 9251 5988   www.hht.net.au

painting 
The Rocks  

Sponsor

A joint initiative of the Historic Houses Trust  
and Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority

PAINTING THE ROCKS
WALKING TOUR

ONE Argyle Street and Cut
Sydney Long, 1902, oil on canvas, 49 x 37.5 cm
MITCHELL LIBRARY, STATE LIBRARY OF NSW ML 854 © OPHTHALMIC RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF AUSTRALIA

TWO Sailor’s Return Hotel
Sydney Long, c1902, oil on canvas, 48 x 39 cm
MITCHELL LIBRARY, STATE LIBRARY OF NSW ML 853 © OPHTHALMIC RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF AUSTRALIA 

THREE Cambridge St, looking towards Argyle Cut
Julian Ashton, 1901, watercolour and pencil on paper, 53.9 x 36.5 cm
ART GALLERY OF NSW. GIFT OF THE NSW GOVERNMENT, 1902 

FOUR Old Sydney (Whaler’s Arms, Gloucester Street)
G Hamilton Hammond, 1902, watercolour, 35 x 51.5 cm
NATIONAL LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA 

FIVE 95 and 97 Cumberland Street
H Stuart Wilson, 1902, oil on canvas, 39.4 x 63.3 cm
MITCHELL LIBRARY, STATE LIBRARY OF NSW V1/ST/Cumb/1

SIX Holy Trinity Church and Argyle Cut
William Elliot Johnson, undated, watercolour, 31 x 49 cm
MITCHELL LIBRARY, STATE LIBRARY OF NSW ZV1/CHU H TRI/1. PRESENTED BY MISS JOHNSON, 1950

SEVEN Cambridge St, The Rocks, Old Sydney
G Hamilton Hammond, 1901, watercolour, 37.7 x 53.2 cm
NATIONAL LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA

FRONT Clyde Street (detail)
Sydney Long, c1901, oil on canvas
MITCHELL LIBRARY, STATE LIBRARY OF NSW ML 318 © OPHTHALMIC RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF AUSTRALIA

Nothing remains of Clyde Street today. It disappeared about 1909 when the 
area was quarried to create Hickson Road.

Painting The Rocks free walking tour iPhone app available from iTunes

In 1902 Sydney artists painted The Rocks, which was then 
earmarked for demolition. This walking tour will help you find 
some of the places that were painted.



PAINTING THE ROCKS
WALKING TOUR
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You can still see a section of 
the original Sailor’s Return 

Hotel within the Rendezvous 
Stafford Hotel.

The King George V 
Recreation Centre 
occupies the site 

that formerly 
housed 95 and 
97 Cumberland 

Street.

Walk through the 
Sydney Harbour 

Bridge pedestrian 
tunnel to 

Observatory Park 
and down the hill 
to Argyle Street.

The exterior of the Sydney Harbour YHA, located opposite 
Susannah Place, shows the outline of many of the early buildings 

depicted in G Hamilton Hammond’s view of ‘Old Sydney’ 
(Whaler’s Arms, Gloucester Street).


