
step 1
Place one paper 
circle on top of 
the other.

step 3
Wrap one end of pipe-cleaner 
around twisted paper. 

step 4
Twist remainder of pipe- 
cleaner around your wrist.

step 2
Twist centres of  
circles together.
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Make your  

own paper flower!
By 1933 it was estimated that one in three Australian breadwinners were unemployed. 
Bank failures, collapse of investment, falling commodity prices and reduction of trade 
resulted in mounting unemployment particularly in the manufacturing and building 
industries. The enterprising jobless devised novel ways of earning money and began 
to refer to themselves as ‘self-employed’ rather than ‘unemployed’. Some jobless 
men made and sold paper flowers on street corners to raise much needed income.

Imagine you are on the breadline and make your own paper flower to sell. 

You will need: one 100mm-diameter circle and one 150mm-diameter circle  
cut from white or coloured tissue paper, and a pipe-cleaner.


